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“INTRODUCTION 
FROM THE CHAIR OF THE BOARD

In addition to the Curriculum, the School also continues to prioritise the wellbeing of the Students. One such measure recently introduced 
is the mobile phone pouches which, although possibly not a popular choice for some of the students, aims to reduce the reliance on 
mobile phones to improve concentration and help build social interactions with their peers beyond the messaging apps and social media.

Beyond the classroom and norms of education, BSAK continues to offer a diverse range of co-curricular opportunities designed to nurture 
the Students’ interests and passions. These past few months have seen a widely extended and more accessible range of sporting 
opportunities offered to every student who wishes to take part in a sport. This is an important strategic development for the School. As 
well as Sport, BSAK offers opportunities for students to delve into acting, dance, art, technology and countless other avenues to widen 
their interests. We hope some of you took the opportunity to attend the fantastic production of ‘Curtains’ in Secondary recently and we 
greatly anticipate the Primary production of ‘Matilda Jr.’ following the great success of ‘Aladdin Jr’.

The Board continues to work closely with the School to ensure that resources are in place to support BSAK’s ongoing development and 
enhance the overall BSAK Experience for our Community. Over the summer, our amazing Maintenance & Facilities and Housekeeping 
teams worked tirelessly to ensure an excellent learning environment for our return to the School, completing all planned work on time and 
within budget. The Jubilee Building refurbishment is now complete, with all three floors modernised to a very high standard. In Secondary, 
construction of the new Dining Hall is progressing well and is expected to open in Term 2. This will be a significant enhancement to our 
facilities.

I would like to take a moment to acknowledge and thank several groups who make our success possible:

Our Staff and Leadership Team – First and foremost, we are incredibly fortunate to have such a talented and dedicated team of teachers, 
support staff, and operational colleagues, led by our visionary Headmaster, Mark Leppard, and his Senior Leadership Team. On behalf of 
the Board and the entire BSAK Community, I extend our sincere thanks for their outstanding contributions and unwavering commitment to 
our Students.

Our Parents – Your continued support of BSAK is deeply valued. The School continues to be committed to fostering each child’s 
educational journey, personal growth, and wellbeing. We always welcome your feedback—both positive and constructive—as it plays an 
important role in helping us continually improve.

ADEK – We are grateful for ADEK’s ongoing support and guidance, and we look forward to building on our partnership to contribute 
positively to the wider education sector in Abu Dhabi.

Our Sponsors – We owe special thanks to the ruling family of Abu Dhabi for their continued support. Established in 1968 on land 
generously donated by the late President, His Highness Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan, BSAK was formalised through an Emiri Decree 
in 1971, which granted the land to the School in perpetuity. We also thank His Majesty’s Ambassador and the British Embassy for their 
longstanding relationship with BSAK. As the only British Embassy School in the UAE, their patronage and support are invaluable.

To the Board of Governors – Finally, I would like to thank my fellow Governors for their dedication and voluntary service to the School. 
Their commitment plays a vital role in guiding BSAK’s continued success.

I thank you once again for supporting BSAK. 

Faisal Raja
Chair, Board of Governors

As the arrival of the cooler months is finally upon us, there is a renewed sense of energy across the 
School and it is great to see our Students filling the playgrounds and pitches again – playing sports, 
catching up with their friends and embracing all the opportunities this season brings.

As we approach the end of the Calendar year and the longer than anticipated Winter break, we hope 
your children have had a productive and inspiring first term of this Academic Year. At BSAK, we are 
truly proud of the outstanding and holistic education provided to our Students.  The delivery of the 
Curriculum continues to be strengthened by innovative approaches in both Primary and Secondary 
with BSAK being seen as a leader in best practice and forward-thinking by other Schools who are 
keen to share in our knowledge and expertise. 



Schools are busy places and rightly so, which makes trying to condense the vibrancy and opportunities of 
BSAK a real challenge to capture in the Board’s Annual Report. Reflecting upon the 2024-25 academic 
year really has made me smile because so many positives have taken place at BSAK on a daily basis. If I 
were asked to capture the year in a few words it would be in terms of academic outcomes and exciting 
when we look at holistic education offered at BSAK.

The 2024-25 academic year was BSAK’s 56th which on its own is a legacy to be extremely proud of, but 
when you look at achievements and opportunities it really was exceptional. The cornerstone of any school 
should be its academic outcomes and this is no exception at BSAK. From Early Years through to A level 
our academic progress and outcomes are breathtaking.

In our public examinations the results at GCSEs and A level are our very best to date and the BTEC 
continues to score only the highest of grades in every area. This does not happen by chance or because of 
the influence of one single thing. In fact it occurs because we have supportive parents, exceptionally 
talented staff and hardworking ambitious students. The synergy between these groups is crucial to 
academic success.

It is important to put into context our academic achievements. Not only are our actual grade outcomes 
hugely impressive, but in terms of value added data, they put us amongst the top schools globally. At 
GCSE our value added average score is +1.3 meaning a BSAK student, on average, achieves 1.3 grades 
above predicted externally assessed outcomes in every subject. At A Level the value added score of 
+0.65 equates to a two grade uplift across a normal A Level three subject profile. Both are statically 
considered significant and in its most basic form, it means by coming to BSAK students achieve 
significantly greater academic outcomes than by not being at BSAK. For many this is truly life changing.

I am passionate about offering each BSAK student the highest holistic education possible. This means 
delivering high quality opportunities well beyond our outstanding academic programme. With over 130 
co-curricular clubs and societies each week, students have an impressive choice allowing them to try new 
and exciting things or to follow their passion. These enrichment opportunities help develop BSAK 
students into wonderful and proactive global citizens, not only while they are at school, but throughout 
life.

HEADMASTER’S
REPORT



BSAK has a long and illustrious history, but that has not been established by standing still. It has come 
through continually evolving, developing and driving forward. Our facility plan has allowed areas of the 
school to be upgraded including our Primary Jubilee Building which houses Primary Arabic, Years 3 to 6 
and our Admissions Team. The Jubilee Building, despite being over 25 years old, now looks brand new and 
houses some of the very best facilities to support great teaching and learning. We also embarked upon a 
Secondary dining facility which will be completed next term, allowing students to choose a wide range of 
healthy hot and cold meals.

Both facilities and a holistic education are vital, as is another part of the jigsaw which is our commitment of 
care. BSAK’s wellbeing programme supports students and staff to feel cared for, allowing them to truly 
shine. We have comprehensive support when certain pathways become challenging or when things do not 
go as planned. I am extremely proud of how our Community is cared for and supported. For me the 
strength of the organisation comes to the surface when things go wrong or people need support. This is 
when we witness the very best of BSAK and its Community.

To sum up, we are doing extremely well, but I always believe this journey is never ending because our 
chosen destination is always just beyond our reach and always changing. The minute we stop chasing the 
impossible, we stand still which soon means we are going backwards. This will not happen as our desire to 
continually improve is far too great.

The success of the 2024-25 academic year cannot happen without our exceptional staff, selfless Board, the 
support from the British Embassy, our passionate parents and our inspirational students. To all of those 
groups I thank you for all you do to support BSAK and most importantly, our students.

Thank you for your continued support.

Mark Leppard MBE
Headmaster
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In terms of operational performance, we are pleased to report that the School achieved a net surplus (profit) of AED 6.1M. As a 
Not-for-Profit school, every dirham of this surplus is reinvested directly into your child’s education. This result signifies the 
eighth consecutive year of positive financial performance.

This surplus was primarily driven by a record number of students, with 2,028 children on our roll as of 31st August 2025. This 
strong demand reflects the community's trust in the quality of education we provide.

We were able to hold tuition fees steady for most year groups in 2024/25, remaining highly competitive among peer schools in 
Abu Dhabi. We made a small adjustment only to the FS1 extended day fees to align them with FS2.

Despite general inflationary pressures, depreciation reflecting increasing investments in facilities and rising costs related to 
maintaining our excellent educational standards (especially staff salaries, which are necessarily growing to support our student 
numbers), we managed our operating expenses carefully.

In terms of financial position, our balance sheet remains solid, reflecting a conservative and careful approach to managing the 
school's long-term financial stability. Our cash reserves continued to grow steadily and stand at AED 60.4M as of 31st August 
2025. These healthy reserves ensure the School can withstand unexpected challenges and, crucially, position us to deliver on 
continual facilities enhancement without compromising day-to-day operations.

As the British Embassy School for the UAE, we are continuously dedicated to providing an outstanding learning environment. 
Recent capital expenditure includes the renovation of the FS2 classrooms, the completion of the refurbishment of the Jubilee 
Building and the façade painting of the Phase 1 Building, alongside several minor projects. Additionally, significant work is 
currently underway on the new Dining Hall for our Secondary students, which is scheduled for completion in Term 2.

On behalf of the Board of Governors, I wish to express my profound gratitude to the Finance Team for their diligence and 
expertise in effectively managing the School’s finances and ensuring the timely preparation of the audited accounts.

Vincent Gordon
Honorary Treasurer

FINANCIAL
REPORT

This Honorary Treasurer’s Report is presented alongside the Audited 
Financial Statements for the financial year ended 31st August 2025. These 
Financial Statements have been prepared by Deloitte & Touche (M.E.) in 
accordance with International Financial Reporting Standards (IFRS) as issued 
by the International Accounting Standards Board.

Below are the key financial metrics for 2024/25 and the prior academic year:



INCOME STATEMENT FOR THE
YEAR ENDED 31ST AUGUST 2025

INCOME (in AED)

Tuition fees 125,313,424 124,415,321

Other income 4,472,449 3,946,105

Finance income 709,129 497,331

Total income 130,495,002 128,858,757

EXPENSES (in AED)

Staff cost (95,930,207) (93,223,512)

Depreciation (11,651,294) (11,150,387)

Repairs and maintenance expenses (6,245,426) (5,203,841)

Books, stationery and equipment expenses (2,508,642) (1,754,369)

Utility expenses (2,188,829) (2,106,301)

Finance costs (1,509,046) (1,686,069)

Other expenses (3,733,477) (4,059,050)

Total expenses (123,766,921) (119,183,529)

2025 2024 

Surplus for the year before tax 6,728,081 9,675,228

Income Tax Expense (581,175) (846,130)

Surplus for the year after tax 6,146,906 8,829,098



A LEVEL AND GCSE
RESULTS 2025



UNIVERSITIES AND
DESTINATIONS - CLASS OF 2025

UK DESTINATIONS

- 54% attending UK Universities  - 42% attending Russell Group

- Top UK Russell Group destinations
Imperial College London (5), LSE (2), Exeter, Sheffield, Bristol, Cardiff, Durham, 
Liverpool, Manchester, Nottingham

- Top Subjects
Medicine, Economics, Engineering, Law, Sport and Exercise Science, Accounting & 
Finance, Psychology and Business

- 24% students studying STEM subjects

- 10 students studying Medicine 

- Most popular UK destinations
Imperial College London, Bath, Bristol, Exeter, Loughborough, Sheffield, Surrey, 
Reading, Leicester, Kent, Nottingham Trent University



UNIVERSITIES AND
DESTINATIONS - CLASS OF 2025

Pearson Edexcel IGCSE Awards:  3 Students achieved the highest mark in the world in 
English Literature and 1 achieved the highest mark in the Middle East  for IGCSE History 
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